Erzgebirge / Krušnohorí
Mining Region

Germany
ERZGEBIRGE

Saxony

(Ore Mountains)

Czech
Republic
72

4
Welterbe Montanregion Erzgebirge e. V.
c/o Wirtschaftsförderung Erzgebirge GmbH
Adam-Ries-Straße 16 | 09456 Annaberg-Buchholz
Phone +49 3733 14 50 | Fax +49 3733 14 51 45
kontakt@wfe-erzgebirge.de

www.montanregion-erzgebirge.de
World Heritage Project Group
Institute of Industrial Archaeology and History of
Sciences and Technology, TU Bergakademie Freiberg
Silbermannstr. 2 | 09599 Freiberg
Editor:
Wirtschaftsförderung
Erzgebirge GmbH
Authors:
Friederike Hansell, Helmuth
Albrecht, Michal Urban
Layout:
599media GmbH, Freiberg
Pictures:
WFE GmbH, J. Kugler,
AEROBILD 2000-04509
Löbnitz - Sachsen,
A. Gaube, J. Kloub, F. Hansell,
BUR Werbeagentur GmbH

Phone +49 3731 393406 | Fax +49 3731 392832
friederike.hansell@iwtg.tu-freiberg.de
Montanregion Krušné hory –
Erzgebirge, o.p.s.
Farní 2 | 362 35 Abertamy (CZ)
Phone +420 353 892333
starostaab@seznam.cz
www.montanregion.cz

Proposal for Inscription on
the World Heritage List
850 years of mining |
2 countries | 1 heritage

Statement of Authenticity

Justification for Criteria
Proposed Outstanding
Universal Value
Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region is a transboundary
cultural landscape located in the southeast of the
Federal Republic of Germany and the northwest of the
Czech Republic. It comprises a series of 22 component
parts that represents the spatial, functional, historical and
socio-technological integrity of the territory known as the
Ore Mountains (Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří). This geologically,
geomorphologically and geographically distinctive low central
European mountain range stretches from the southwest to the
northeast for 150 km, with an average width of 40 km. It is broadly
a self-contained landscape unit that has been profoundly and
irreversibly shaped by 800 years of almost continuous polymetallic
mining, from the 12th to 20th centuries. The component parts of the
series represent the most important mining areas of the region, and
include the highest density of attributes and values.
The relict structure and pattern of the
Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining
Region remains highly
legible and is

>>

characterized by specific and formative
contributions made by the exploitation of
different metals, at different times, in locations defined by
an uneven distribution, and exceptional concentration, of mineral
deposits. Separate mining landscapes emerged on both sides of the
Ore Mountains, characterized by exchange of technical know-how,
miners and metallurgists between Saxony and Bohemia. For significant
periods of time the region played a major role in the production of tin
(15th/16th centuries), silver (15th/16th centuries), cobalt (16th to
18th centuries), or uranium (19th/20th centuries) both on a European
and world-wide scale.
The value of the cultural landscape is based on the interaction
between people and their environment, not only attested by the
physical elements of the property, but also by intangible aspects that
are manifest in them. They collectively provide testimony to the first
stages in the region, in the early 16th century, of the early modern
transformation of mining and metallurgy from a small-scale craftbased industry with out-dated medieval origins to a large-scale statecontrolled industry. State-control of the mining industry, with all
its administrative, managerial, educational and social dimensions,
together with technological and scientific achievements which
emanated openly from the region, influenced all continental
European mining regions from the Carpathic Arc to eastern
France, and beyond. Indeed, the Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří
Mining Region is seminal in this respect.
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Criterion (ii): Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region is an exceptional testimony to the outstanding role and strong global
influence of the Saxon-Bohemian Ore Mountains as a centre for
technological and scientific innovations from the Renaissance up to
Modern Times. During several periods of mining history significant
achievements related to the mining industry emanated from the
region and were successfully transferred or influenced subsequent
developments in other mining regions.
Criterion (iii): Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region bears
exceptional testimony to technological, scientific, administrative,
educational, managerial and social aspects that underpin the intangible dimension of living traditions, ideas and beliefs of the people
associated with Ore Mountains’ culture.
Criterion (iv): Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region is a series
representing a coherent mining landscape with specific proportions of land dedicated in specific places to mining dictated by
the uneven distribution and concentration of ore deposits, and
exploited in different periods and processing operations, to water
management and forestry, to urbanization, agriculture, transport
and communications - a pattern of nodes and concentrations, of
linear connecting features, all developed in successive phases
under increasing state control. This is an outstanding,
indeed unique, example of a transboundary
region transformed by mining activities from the 12th to the 20th
centuries.

Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region is a discrete cultural
landscape shaped by 800 years of technologically innovative
exploitation of polymetallic ores, particularly silver, tin, cobalt
and uranium.

Statement of Integrity
Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region is a specific, discrete,
mountainous mining landscape with corresponding shared,
transboundary, cultural origins and characteristics. Whilst there is a
substantial core of relict elements, the Ore Mountains remain, overall,
a living and evolving cultural landscape.
The property is of a sufficient size to contain all the necessary
attributes of proposed outstanding universal value that are manifested
in a regional spatial range and contained within twenty-two
component parts. The spatially discontinuous pattern of component
parts, that contain essential interrelated elements
conveying attributes and values, is due to the
natural uneven distribution – and variable
density and concentration – of mines, the
catchments and channels of landscapescale water management for industry,
of ore-processing and smelting sites,
settlement and social infrastructure,
agriculture and forestry.
In general, all component parts and
elements are in good condition
whilst potential threats remain
wholly under control due
to comprehensive legal
protection.

The 22 component parts of the property contain the densest
physical manifestations of the attributes of proposed outstanding
universal value that, together and as a whole, provide geographical
cohesion as representative of the uneven distribution, and distinctive
concentration, of exceptional mineral resources and the credible
evidence for how their exploitation – as complete socio-technical
systems – was sustained in, and by, the landscape and its transboundary
community. The nominated property further embodies the intangible
cultural tradition of the original model of central European statecontrolled mining together with all its administrative, technological
and educational prowess; linked to which is an exceptional resource of
movable technological and scientific collections, archives and a prolific
and enduring academic corpus.
The nominated property is a well-preserved classic central European
metal mining landscape. Its explicitly determined system of land-use
and socio-technical processes retain an unusually high degree of
legibility. Attributes and their pattern of distribution, combination,
connectivity and interrelationships are
clearly identified and dated.

Management Requirements
A management structure was established to coordinate all matters and
interests related to the nominated property including representatives
of all responsible ministries and authorities, technical and scientific
institutions, and regional stakeholders. A Management Plan was
elaborated to provide basic objectives and a working framework on
the international and national level. The Management Plan aims to
safeguard the values, attributes, integrity and authenticity of the
nominated property.
Modern developments, including in particular the possibility
of new mining activities, are the main long-term challenge
for the protection and management of the property. All
relevant stakeholders were included in the management
structure to secure a constant flow of information
regarding potential new developments in the region
and to assess their impact on the nominated
component parts, and to mitigate negative
impacts on outstanding universal value of the
property, its integrity and authenticity.

